BUREAU COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 5, 2025


DIRECTORS PRESENT: Mike Thacker, Todd Sears, Bill Gebeck, Rod Grunloh, Jim May

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None

DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: Becca Taylor - RC, Ashley Wallace - AC 

NRCS PERSONNEL PRESENT: Erika Luft – DC, Morgan Smith – Soil Con

Call to Order: Mike Thacker called the meeting to order at 8:23a.m.

Guests: None

Approval of Minutes: Mike made a motion to amend the previous minutes to change $250,000 from $200,000 and then to approve the minutes. Rod seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Bills: Todd made a motion to approve the open bills. Bill seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Timesheets: Rod made a motion to approve the July timesheets. Jim seconded; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance: Ashley has started the process of opening Whitver CD3 at First State Bank in the amount of $250,000 at 4.25% for 18 months. Rod will ask about current CD rates at Heartland Bank. Jim will ask Cherry State Bank. 

Education & Outreach: Ashley noted the Ameren Open House at the Metro Center today. Staff are working on the fall/winter newsletter. North Central Nature Co-op will host an outdoor class and hike at Warnecke on 9/5. Rod asked if it would be beneficial to have an outdoor “classroom” at Warnecke for public use. The board and staff liked this idea and will look into ideas.

Natural Areas: Bryon Walters’ contract is up for renewal. He sprays at McCune - usually bills for 50 hours at a rate of $40/hour. 

Personnel: No updates.

CORRESPONDENCE: Alex Jagers sent a thank you letter regarding the scholarship.

BUSINESS

PFC: Working on Mike, Ella, and Jim’s projects.

SSRP: No updates.

CRP: Maintenance reviews being completed. 

CREP: In the survey process. 

Seeding Service: No updates.  

Vegetative Filter Strips: No updates. 

Zonings: 2 requests; see report. 

Equipment Purchase: None.

Whitver Farm: Todd will take his skid steer out so that trees can be pulled. Mike told Todd to get an idea of hourly rates so that Todd can be compensated for the use of his equipment and/or time.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve all digital motions made since previous meeting: Only motion made digitally was to have the First State Bank Whitver CD3 be $250,000 at 4.25% for 18 months. Mike made a motion to approve all digital motions. Rod seconded; motion carried.  

Open Meetings Act Training for directors: All elected officials are required to take the OMA training within 90 days of taking office. Ashley printed off instructions and also emailed the training link to all directors. 

Agenda items for next meeting: Bryon Walters contract; Whitver tree removal.  

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held at Bonucci Farms on September 2nd at 8:15a.m.

Adjournment: Mike Thacker adjourned the meeting at 9:06a.m. 








Minutes drafted and submitted by Ashley Wallace

